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Lake Powell Fish Report – August 1, 2018 Lake Elevation: 3603 Water temperature: 80- 86
F
By: Wayne Gustaveson
http://www.wayneswords.com
or Wayneswords.net
The very best place to fish this week on Lake Powell begins at Bullfrog and gets better by
traveling further north. The Hot Spot is Good Hope Bay with the target being boiling stripers.
Shad schools that were hiding in the backs of the canyons have now moved out into open water
hoping to avoid striper schools that were feeding ferociously on shad hiding in the canyons.
That escape tactic did not work very well since shad swim in large schools that are easy for
stripers to locate and then attack. This does work well for anglers who can see the large
splashes created when 2-3 pound stripers drive shad to the surface and/or against the shoreline
and feed for long periods of time. It is now possible to see “boiling fish” that stay on the surface
for an hour or more. If you can get close enough to cast a lure into the boiling melee you will
catch lots of stripers with a few bass mixed in as well. It is wise to take binoculars with you to
quicken the search for boiling fish.
There have been a few boils reported near Halls Marina in the mornings or evenings. Boils can
pop up anywhere over the length of the lake. It is likely to see boils in the San Juan, Escalante,
and main channel from Rainbow Bridge to Bullfrog. There have been only a few boils seen
from Rainbow Bridge to the dam due to a lack of shad schools in open water in the southern
lake. Stripers have been very efficient in slurping up most of the larval shad produced in the
southern lake this spring. There is some hope for boils occurring in the south later this year as
some shad schools are hiding effectively in shallow, murky, warm water in the backs of some
canyons.
Larger adult stripers are not able to stay near the surface in 80 degree water (warm temperature
intolerance) so they are holding at 30-50 feet looking for food. They are finding crayfish on the
bottom at 20-30 feet in the backs of canyons and on rocky shelves and drop-offs. These
stripers can be caught trolling to find schools and then casting to catch more fish. Spoons work
well once a school is located holding on the bottom. From Wahweap to Padre Bay there are
many campsites, houseboats, and wake boats in the backs of canyons where adult stripers are
found. It is more successful to go fishing from Last Chance uplake where summer boat traffic is
less.
Smallmouth bass provide the best fishing from Wahweap to Rainbow Bridge. Best success is
achieved by getting on the water at first light and casting surface lures toward the shoreline
where bottom depth of 10-25 feet. Look for rocky points, islands, and deep coves along the
shoreline where bass like to congregate. Bass feed aggressively as the sky starts to lighten but
then action declines as the sun comes up. Bass then move deeper and can be caught on
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double and single tail plastic grubs from 15-30 feet.
On our last sampling trip in the south, we caught lots of smallmouth bass at first light on surface
poppers fished with a big splash and then a pause followed by smaller splashes. When the sun
came out we dropped double and single tail grubs to the bottom at 15-25 feet on rocky points
jutting out from shore. We had a nice largemouth bass, a 3 pound striper, and a big catfish join
in with the smallmouth menagerie. We had a great full day of fishing and returned to the dock
by 11 AM.
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The very best place to fish this week on Lake Powell begins at Bullfrog and gets better by
traveling further north. The Hot Spot is Good Hope Bay with the target being boiling stripers.

Shad schools that were hiding in the backs of the canyons have now moved out into open water
hoping to avoid striper schools that were feeding ferociously on shad hiding in the canyons.
That escape tactic did not work very well since shad swim in large schools that are easy for
stripers to locate and then attack. This does work well for anglers who can see the large
splashes created when 2-3 pound stripers drive shad to the surface and/or against the shoreline
and feed for long periods of time. It is now possible to see “boiling fish” that stay on the surface
for an hour or more. If you can get close enough to cast a lure into the boiling melee you will
catch lots of stripers with a few bass mixed in as well. It is wise to take binoculars with you to
quicken the search for boiling fish.

There have been a few boils reported near Halls Marina in the mornings or evenings. Boils can
pop up anywhere over the length of the lake. It is likely to see boils in the San Juan, Escalante,
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and main channel from Rainbow Bridge to Bullfrog. There have been only a few boils seen
from Rainbow Bridge to the dam due to a lack of shad schools in open water in the southern
lake. Stripers have been very efficient in slurping up most of the larval shad produced in the
southern lake this spring. There is some hope for boils occurring in the south later this year as
some shad schools are hiding effectively in shallow, murky, warm water in the backs of some
canyons.

Larger adult stripers are not able to stay near the surface in 80 degree water (warm
temperature intolerance
) so they are holding at 30-50 feet looking for food. They are finding crayfish on the bottom at
20-30 feet in the backs of canyons and on rocky shelves and drop-offs. These stripers can be
caught trolling to find schools and then casting to catch more fish. Spoons or bait works well
once a school is located holding on the bottom. From Wahweap to Padre Bay there are many
campsites, houseboats, and wake boats in the backs of canyons where adult stripers are
found. It is more successful to go fishing from Last Chance uplake where summer boat traffic is
less.

Smallmouth bass provide the best fishing from Wahweap to Rainbow Bridge. Best success is
achieved by getting on the water at first light and casting surface lures toward the shoreline
where bottom depth is 10-25 feet. Look for rocky points, islands, and deep coves along the
shoreline where bass like to congregate. Bass feed aggressively as the sky starts to lighten but
then action declines as the sun comes up. Bass then move deeper and can be caught on
double and single tail plastic grubs from 15-30 feet.

On our last sampling trip in the south, we caught lots of smallmouth bass at first light on surface
poppers fished with a big splash and then a pause followed by smaller splashes. When the sun
came out we dropped double and single tail grubs to the bottom at 15-25 feet on rocky points
jutting out from shore. We had a nice largemouth bass, a 3-pound striper, and a big catfish join
in with the smallmouth menagerie. We had a great full day of fishing and returned to the dock
by 11 AM.
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